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About 600 foreign fighters in Syria have 

come from the Balkan states. ISIS and al- 
Qaeda terrorists present a threat to Serbia 
and the region just as they present a threat to 
the U.S. 

We must continue coordinating with our Ser-
bian partners to stop returning terrorists and 
neutralize networks that recruit fighters in the 
Balkans. 

The U.S. is also working with Serbia to im-
prove its independent judiciary and fight cor-
ruption. A democratic Serbia with a strong rule 
of law is in America’s interests. 

But there are others who do not share this 
goal. 

Russian disinformation efforts are designed 
to keep Serbia in its sphere of influence and 
poison our warming friendship. 

Nevertheless, Serbia’s integration to the 
West has continued to move forward. 

In 2006, Serbia joined NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace program and, in 2015, signed an In-
dividual Partnership Action Plan with the alli-
ance to strengthen cooperation. 

Recently the European Union announced 
that Serbia could join the EU as early as 
2025. I applaud this step which will strengthen 
Belgrade’s political institutions and economic 
ties with the west. 

Together we share the same dreams of a 
bright and free future for both our countries. 

We are blessed to have brave men and 
women that ensure our futures are bright and 
free. 

I want to thank the Serbian armed forces for 
standing with America in the wars of the past 
and in the challenges we will face together in 
the future. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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JACK ARMSTRONG BREAKS CLASS 
5A SWIMMING RECORD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jack Armstrong, of Manvel High 
School, for earning a pair of gold medals at 
the Class 5A Swimming and Diving meet in 
Austin. 

Armstrong broke the 5A record with a time 
of 44.57 seconds in the 100 free in the pre-
liminary round on Friday. On Saturday, he 
won both the 50 and 100 free events. His ac-
complishments in the pool have made his fam-
ily and our Manvel community proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Jack Armstrong. We look forward to seeing 
what he will accomplish in the future. Hoka 
Hey. 
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RECOGNIZING THE BENEVOLENT 
AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF 
THE ELKS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Benevolent and Protective 

Order of the Elks of the United States of 
America on their One-hundred fiftieth Anniver-
sary for their outstanding and unparalleled 
service to the United States. 

The Elks started their charitable organiza-
tion on February 16th, 1868. Since then they 
have grown nationwide creating and advo-
cating for different services to our communities 
by advocating their mission to include the prin-
ciples of charity, justice, brotherly love and fi-
delity; to recognize a belief in God; to promote 
the welfare and enhance the happiness of its 
Members; to quicken the spirit of American 
patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to per-
petuate itself as a fraternal organization, and 
to provide for its government. 

The Elks are committed to America’s Prom-
ise, an alliance of organizations building a bet-
ter future for our youth through our Scholar-
ship Program, the Hoop Shoot free throw pro-
gram, and our Drug Awareness Program. 

The Elks have pledged NOT to forget our 
nation’s veterans . Each year we visit VA 
Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics and State 
Veterans Homes providing companionship and 
enhancing their level of comfort. 

The Elks also adopt by state its own chari-
table project. These include summer camps 
for children with disabilities or who are finan-
cially disadvantaged; in-home treatment for 
people with disabilities; children’s hospitals; 
cancer research; and providing safe, tem-
porary heavens for abused families. 

Mr. Speaker, The Order of the Elks have 
become cornerstones in their individual com-
munities all throughout the United States. 
These lodges are a source of knowledge, ex-
pertise and leadership for our communities, 
and I once again congratulate them on their 
momentous milestone. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
February 26, 2018, I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on No. 81 and 82. 
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TAX REFORM WORKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last year, 
Congress passed landmark legislation, the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

This legislation cuts taxes in every income 
group. 

Now, Texans are seeing the impact of this 
pro-family, pro-growth tax reform. 

And so are the employees of Insperity. 
In 1986, Insperity launched with little more 

than a 600 square foot home office and two 
employees in Texas’s Second Congressional 
District. 

But the small startup quickly began growing, 
eventually turning into one of the largest HR 
outsourcing firms in the country. 

Earlier this month the company announced 
bonuses to its employees—made possible 
through the U.S. tax reform act. 

The amount of the bonuses will range from 
$1,000 to $4,000 per employee dependent 
upon the employee’s tenure with the company. 

These bonuses total approximately $9 mil-
lion and will not be awarded to the manage-
ment team and other senior leaders. 

The company says: ‘‘We believe the pas-
sage of tax reform is positive news and should 
provide for stronger growth of Insperity, the 
small business community and the broader 
U.S. economy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats may call 
$1,000–$4,000 ‘‘crumbs . . .’’ 

But to the people of the Texas Second Con-
gressional District this is money that will go di-
rectly back into the pockets of a community hit 
hard by Hurricane Harvey. 

This extra money will help families rebuild 
their homes, restore their possessions that 
were ruined by the floodwaters and recover 
from the devastation brought forward by the 
Hurricane. 

Mr. Speaker, Insperity is just one example 
of the good work that this tax reform package 
has done. 

The latest data shows that a typical middle- 
income family of four in Texas’s Second Con-
gressional District will see a Tax Cut of 
$2,788. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has put more 
money in the pockets of employees and al-
lowed industry to grow. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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MO’S PLACE CELEBRATES 30 
YEARS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mo’s Place, of Katy, TX, on its 
30th Anniversary. 

Mo Jeloudarzadeh came to America with 
only his suitcase in hand, and worked his way 
through college as a dishwasher. He was later 
promoted to bartender and it was during this 
time that Mo fell in love with country music. In 
March 1988, he opened Mo’s Place in a small 
strip center in the Katy area. Mo’s passion for 
serving others and his welcoming hospitality 
have been the key ingredients to his success. 
Last year, Mo was awarded the Pioneer 
Award from the Texas Country Music Hall of 
Fame for his continued support of Texas 
Country music artists. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Mo Jeloudarzadeh for celebrating 30 years 
of success at Mo’s Place. We’re excited to 
see what the next 30 years bring. 
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HONORING CHIEF KENNETH PAR-
KINSON FOR 25 YEARS IN THE 
PLATTSBURGH CITY POLICE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chief Kenneth Parkinson on his 
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